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and involving only information which would be readily
'picked up5 by the ordinary child, independently of specialized
opportunities for acquiring knowledge. When he applied
these to large numbers of children he found that there was a
minimum age at which most children could answer the various
questions satisfactorily. He therefore classified his questions
as 'belonging* to the various years of childhood. A question,
for example, which could be answered by most children of six
years but by very few of five was considered to be a suitable
test for six-year-olds. In this way he was able to construct sets
of questions for each year of school life. His 1911 scale con-
sisted of fifty-four questions and tasks, five for each year
from the third, the eleventh, thirteenth, and fourteenth years
being omitted owing to a difficulty in finding tests that clearly
belonged to them. He introduced the important conception
of "mental age'—the age whose tests a child can perform.
Thus a child has a mental age of seven if he can completely
pass the tests for age seven; if, in addition, he passed any tests
for later years he was allowed one-fifth of a year for each.
Binet solved his problem of diagnosing mental deficiency by
saying that if a child was below nine a retardation of two
years indicated deficiency; if he was above nine a retardation
of three years was needed.
The success of Binet's direct attack on the problem of esti-
mating intelligence made a great impression in the educa-
tional world, and enthusiasts in many countries sought to apply
his scale. Constructed as it was to suit the case of Parisian
street arabs, it is not surprising that it was found not altogether
suitable for English and American children. Its lack of uni-
versality, however, is no defect, for its originator did not set
himself to construct a scale which would be applicable every-
where. A more pertinent criticism is that the Binet scale is
largely an * all-or-none,' € pass-or-fail * business. A child of
six, for example, is not regarded as having a mental age of six
unless he can pass all the tests for age six, regardless of what he
can do for later years. Then, again, the criterion for mental
defect is somewhat arbitrary: a retardation of two years at the
age of eight is clearly less serious than the same retardation at

